
Nottinghamshire 

The police  Nottinghamshire Police cover an area of approximately 800 square miles with a 

population of over one million. It consists of around 2,250 police officers, 1,500 

police staff, 275 PCSOs and more than 450 Special Constables.
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The area Nottingham Police covers the local authority areas of Nottingham County 

Council and Nottingham City Council, with seven district and borough 

councils within them. 

In Nottinghamshire deprivation is largely concentrated geographically in the 

north-west particularly in Mansfield, Ashfield and western Bassetlaw.
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 There 

is a significant variation in the levels of deprivation within the police area.  

 

Crime In 2010 30% of people in the police area thought that drug use and drug 

dealing was a very or fairly large problem, compared to 26% in England and 

Wales. However the figure in Nottinghamshire is dropping - by 9% from 

2009. 

In 2010/11 there were over 15,000 offences of robbery, burglary, theft of or 

from a motor vehicle in in the police area, although all sections have seen a 

reduction in numbers since 2009/10, including a 24.6% drop in robbery.
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Recorded incidents of shoplifting remained relatively stable in the fourteen 

months between September 2011 (615) and October 2012 (543) with a peak 

in November 2012 (665).
4
 

The total number of recorded drug offences was 1968 across the police 

force area, which is an increase in 13.8% from 2009/10 compared to a drop 

of 1.4% in England and Wales as an average.
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Health In the East Midlands in 2011/12 there were 22 hospital admissions for drug 

poisoning per every 100,000 people, and more of those patients were 

female than male.  

In Nottingham City there were 82 hospital admissions where the primary 

diagnosis was poisoning by drugs, and 521 admissions with a primary or 

secondary diagnosis of drug-related mental or behaviour disorder.  

Nottinghamshire County had 73 primary drug poisoning admissions and 704 

admissions where the primary or secondary diagnosis was of drug-related 

mental or behaviour disorder.
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There was a drastic reduction in drug related deaths between 2009/10 and 

2010/11 according to studies completed by St George’s University of 

London. Two people in total died from drug related deaths in the police area 

in 2010/11 – one in Nottinghamshire and one in Nottingham City, compared 

to 29 people in total 2009/10. The amount drug related deaths per 100,000 

has reduced from 5.86 to 2.39 in Nottingham and from 2.37 to 0.16 in 

Nottinghamshire County.
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DIP The DIP grant is split into two in the police force area. Nottinghamshire 

received £1,821,056 in DIP funding in 2012/13, with £632,769 coming from 

the Home Office and the rest from the Department of Health. Nottingham 

City received £1,679,866 and £583,709 respectively.  

The majority of referrals in Nottingham in 2008/9 were self referrals.  

Criminal Justice referrals have increased by 5% in 2008/9. GP referrals were 

low at 2%. 2008/9 saw 579 people in contact with DIP in Nottingham but not 

in treatment. 

The percentage of trigger arrests that test positive in Nottingham has 

reduced to 28% from a high of 47% in 2007, with positive results for heroin 

and cocaine halving since the peak in 2008. There has been increasing 

numbers testing positive for cocaine powder.  

In Nottinghamshire penetration in to the PDU population is high, 22% of 

people being naive to treatment, although this is based on 2005/6 

estimates. Positive testing on arrest rates has also been reducing, but the 

rates are erratic amongst Nottinghamshire.  As the number in drug 

treatment has grown the positive test rates have diminished. There are 

many areas with relatively high crime compared to similar areas. 

Nottinghamshire is in the bottom 20% for re-offending drug users nationally. 

Services have historically been targeted in high crime areas.  The three areas 

with the highest crime rates now have the greatest number of people 

accessing treatment.
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Drug Services Nottinghamshire had 3201 people in treatment in 2010/11 and the figures 

have increased year on year since 2005/06. 2528 of adults in treatment 

were opiate and/or crack users.
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 The successful completion rates have also 

risen with 431 in 2010/11 compared to 372 in 2009/10.
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The 2012 Joint Strategic Needs Assessment in Nottinghamshire states that 

the average length of time in treatment is 2.6 years and 19% of clients have 

been in treatment for more than six years.  They state that there is a gap in 

there knowledge about drug users who are not accessing treatment and 

that services around Hepatitis B and C  need to be improved.
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Nottingham City have also had a year on year increase in people in 

treatment since 2005/06, the figure in 2010/11 was 1973. Successful 

completions dropped in 2010/11 however to 314 from 367 in 2009/10.
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 The 

2011 JSNA for Nottingham noted that there is a large number of providers in 

the treatment system, which can lead to inefficiencies and that young 

people, people from black and mixed ethnic groups, those in criminal justice 

settings and stimulant users are under represented in treatment
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Drug use Nottingham City’s Joint Strategic Needs Assessment 2011 states that 

Nottingham has high levels of drug use compared to the national average. 

The NTA suggested that in 2009 Nottingham City had 3741 problematic drug 

users, however they are concerned that this estimate is exaggerated due to 

a move away from heroin and possibly crack use to other drugs and alcohol.  

The numbers of heroin & crack cocaine users in treatment is increasing at a 

much slower rate than all drug users, this is reflected in referrals to John 

Store Clinic for Heroin and Crack in Nottingham where users peaked at 1418 

in 2007 and reduced to 894 in 2009.
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Nottingham is seeing a rise in Ketamine users presenting to treatment and 

an increase in the number of people in treatment reporting amphetamine 

use. In Mansfield in Nottinghamshire 20% of positive testers admit to 

amphetamine use. Crack cocaine is stimulant of choice for positive testers in 

Ashfield. Powder cocaine use is common across South Nottinghamshire.
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Self-reported drug use in the East Midlands region is lower than the national 

average and has fallen to 2.6% in 2011-12 from a high of 3.4% in 2006-7; this 

is again broadly reflected by similar patterns nationwide.
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